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If the word trinity isn't in Scripture, why is it such an important part of our faith? And if the Bible can

be interpreted in many ways, how do we know what to make of it? And who decided what should be

in the Bible anyway? The Church Fathers provide the answers! Marcellino D'Ambrosio dusts off

what might have been just dry theology to bring you the exciting stories of great heroes such as

Ambrose, Augustine, Basil, Athanasius, John Chrysostom, and Jerome. These brilliant, embattled,

and sometimes eccentric men defined the biblical canon, hammered out the Creed, and gave us our

understanding of sacraments and salvation. It is they who preserved the rich legacy of the early

Church for us.
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When the Church was Young is a book about the Early Church Fathers and the latest book from Dr.

Marcellino D'Ambrosio, also known as Dr. Italy. The book covers more than 500 years; both Eastern

and Western Fathers; and men from Asia, Africa, and Europe. Some of the big names in this book

are St. Augustine, St. Gregory the Great, St. Jerome, and St. John Chrysostom. However, there are

many other names in this book including St. Basil, Terutillian, and St. Cyprian.Dr. D'Ambrosio

begins the book by trying to determine which Church Fathers to include in his book. It is definitely a

tough list to trim and one that many people have had to wrestle with. He decided on the definition of

"great Christian writers who passed on and clarified the teaching of the apostles from the second

through eighth centuries." He then divides them into four periods - 1. Apostolic Fathers (50-150

A.D.), 2. Apologists (150-325 A.D.), 3. Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers (4th and 5th Centuries), 4.



6th through 8th Centuries (didn't see a name for this period).We then take a chronological

adventure through the Fathers starting with St. Clement of Rome and ending with St. Gregory the

Great. The chapter which I really enjoyed was the one on Origen. The chapter begins by telling us

about the piety of Origen's father Leonidas. In the middle of the night, Leonidas was taken away to

be martyred. We learn about Origen's brilliant mind, him taking over the School of Alexandria, his

many writings, his composition of the Hexapla (six Bible translations side-by-side). Unfortunately,

we also learn that all his teachings weren't orthodox. He believed in ideas such as pre-existence of

the soul and salvation for all. Of course these were wrong, but at his time, many of these doctrines

weren't defined yet.
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